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Banner that led last Saturday’s
3,500-strong ‘Stop the Rape of Bosnia’
march in London.

SPECIAL ISSUE OF
WORKERS PRESS

WE had intended to close down for the start of
the summer break. But the eruption of a new
stage of the crisis in Bosnia made this

impossible.

We have therefore produced this 4-page special
issue, devoted entirely to the crisis in Bosnia.
Further copies of this special issue of Workers
Press are available from PO Box 735, London
SW8 1YB. Tel: 0171-387 0564. Make cheques
payable to ‘Workers Press’.

* Single issues 40p per copy, including postage.
* Bulk orders: 5 for £1.30, 10 for £2.40, 15 for £3.60,
20 for £4.70, 50 for £12.50.

Perhaps you could make a special contribution
to help us with this work. It would be much
appreciated.

* Next Workers Press: 12 August.

ONLY days after being
set up, the 24-hour,
non-stop London picket
demanding a halt to the
rape of Bosnia is
already a powerful fo-
cal point for all those

who are determined
that Bosnia can and
will win the war

against its aggressors.

The picket — in White-
hall, opposite Downing
Street — resulted from last
Saturday’s march and rally
in defence of Bosnia.

BY THE EDITOR

It will continue in its
present location until Parlia-
ment returns from its summer
recess.

In its first hours, people
from France, Ireland, Portugal,
Spain, and the Lebanon joined
the picket with many who had
taken part in last Saturday’s
demonstration.

The backbone of the picket
has been young Bosnian refu-
gees, some of whom have been
in Chetnik concentration
camps.

Discussion on this non-stop
picket is also non-stop.

Many banners were brought to the continuous picket held in

Whitehall

What is the role of the
United Nations in the conflict?

Was the former Yugoslavia
ever socialist?

Will lifting the arms em-
bargo lead to a blood-bath?

These have been just some of
the issues debated on the
picket and with the many
passers-by who have stopped
to find out what is going on.

The picket needs
YOUR help!

B Why not come down and
show your support?

B Why not do a stint on the
picket?

Support is particularly needed
from the labour and trade union
movement.

B Messages of support can be
sent c/o: The Alliance for the
Defence of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
12 Flitcroft Street, London,
WC2H 8DJ. Tel: 0171- 240 7992.

B There will be a meeting
every Monday at Tp.m. for all
picketers and those wishing to
help build the picket. Come to:
The Quiet Room, Central Hall,
Westminster. :

Bosnia Solidarity Campaic

Stop the Rape of Bosniz

Defend multi-ethnic
Bosnia-Herzegovina

Srebrenica, Zepa, Gorazde

End UN collusion wit
genocide!

Break the arms
embargo!

Let the Bosnians

defend themselves!

Join: 24-Hour
Non-Stop

Permanent Picket
Whitehall, opposite Downing S

Bl Demonstrate W
Sunday, 6 August

Assemble 2p.m. Hyde Park
(Marble Arch)

March to Rally in Trafalgar
Square

BN Donate I

Cheques Payable to: Bosnia Solidar
Campaign (address below).

Credit Transfers to:  Natior
Westminster Bank, 56-68 St. Joh
Road, London SW11 1PB. Bank Coc
50-21-01. Account No: 57223920,

Picket Meeting: every Monday, 7p.
Central Hall, Westminster.

More Information: Bosnia Solidar
Campaign, c/lo ADBH, 12 Flitcroft Stre
London, WC2H 8DJ.
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the pictures.

marched on the
Stop the Rape of Bosnia

demonstration on
Saturday 22 July.
Here are just some of

More than 5,000 people

i
R i
2 YR e o
%@%mﬁmmmmm%%&m%ﬁ =
Sm%r“wﬁmﬁmmmmwwhmﬁ‘
o
L .
S
e i
i Gl
b i A, e
: S
L S
m..s oo m._mt,.. e ety ..>..M.w.mmmmv T
e e e
R e ;
5 e
i, e : e

e
: i o3
S ....“.ums
St ) S Rt :
.. AR L e R )
; e s e R
“ R T EAET b i
s FRAl i g i it
= ] RS e e e R s
: ERRRRE e o
i, : S R e
5 e e 3 ]
Bl i i
S S 5 5 e 3 e
A —— AR, R i &, i
rE e R = o X AR e AR ot -
£ EER R o 4 iy
il g R A DR ) i s
} A A A R e
e e
e Ay SR A
R i e , ; e e
e T e i : Z o AM i e
B e R : i ; i S i 3 , i
»”.”.wm»mmwﬂm ke ﬁmmm..u...ci..;..m."i..n?. b S e % . 5 i ik 5 %»n : L2 s b ..,w_.n % 3 e
i e 4 3 >..>w.,.2......mw¢%ﬁm.. Gt i 4 S SR e s 2 g . 2
SR W 5 &%.Wmﬂﬁ”ﬁ%:fi, S - 3 5 1 i bw..u._».mwmf..i...ﬁ..::u e i R & i
SrlE ﬁwmﬁMM?M?LEWE:.:NKHHH s o A St , sk
G G R R =
AL S 3 i A R ¥ i
e Gk e : . e
e Wmﬁmﬁﬁu.ﬂnﬁ.mﬁﬂ\ o R Rt s " ; ..n.ﬁ.:...m_:.mc 2
ST ﬁm,.i;,m%ﬁmﬂmnum” S iR e i R b o i
ek e A s R E10 R = . CAEREE R T e il
e mw.ww e >..H.H“».w..ummﬁ.. e ”...."m.."..".:.”..”..ﬂm.: i R »w._m.
j;u:mf b %3.&:::»?? i feesaipinantian i A e e e
o R B SR e S Ry s ;i - ..."»\.G«Szh“u.u%u T
4 : e o e s
2 L S
o 3 m LS, Lol LAERs Rapt
b

ey pEEEE
e

g R
HEbreR e e
s e

.. ,.m,.. .. >$
GRER LT .j_...
A S ..Wfi..
Gk e ik
L R s ¥ i
rmwsmiﬁ“3r;rmnﬁmmﬁméwr T i e
e e T Ay
T >."W§..f

bR i

s
SRS R
: “ﬁ:@ﬁwm m...mn._“.....ti.; 5 *

SR : e >mﬁﬂzm

AR P
b RN O
L R

Benihe
R
: A o
E B e e
qu«,ﬂmwwﬁnni, . Hmwmwm..mwm,,in

g

% ey
AL -
_".f.ar"m... P

B

e e ﬁ

i i L

iy

o A

| I H
S : ﬂﬁ?&;,&;:i o
: ' R
~§~:,;
3] i e %'ﬂ
o 5 v i i
SEE M
2 SR
' % 1 e
; i ; e e e e R e
f s . S
: ; : i
: ' ; B
: il
" i
: bt SR |
' ek s :
: i R :
: E :
o " 5 G el
: DEITE i
Hid :
: . m
o
: e
e
e
e =
L
o G
TEa
; 5
: 2
o
i
e
FEd :
FREmre i
o :
:
=
£
3
C e :
£
i
"E?'
:
=
Hi
:

i AR SO ’ STk
e s i xwwumu ;
RN A R e R SranEn . B
mm Mwﬂw“,ﬁ 5 SR Ll
g
e e :
I S LI &
A : TR A
T i o o it et
: SRR - S EARRL o i
e ciaat e
Tt mmwmﬂﬁﬂiuw A ummmw o
o e then i
A e, e ;
R e e Rk e e i ..
B o g
m“wm”.wm..?.ﬁ”“m..n.u”.:...f.:. = : . G R
l.r_.u.““.nmmmm o o .:..,
..U....,....m.,... e i S,
A 5
A s S
= ¥ R b e
Y R AR A AR A L
e P e o
o e e ; e 1& o
i s e e = g
s Trmis e ; e SR
e i e e : i B L?E:EW%
SR & i S R ; 2 R
ol : SR e i e e 7 : e R LEE:%&&&
. , e ! et L st
i e e e g
. . e Lo
i R i e s o o :
e : e : e
e & - Aasae T
G T :
i
.,wwm.mm.ﬁm.mw,.“..i x m ;
RO s i b
i i e e e
L - e
e Al .
bR e S P

L ban e B Ly
A 5 W%H ;

1S

hy

t mark not

IC remains

f
ia’
f

the

Ion

trade unionist to

the

and
government
the

tied
g class

LS

]

pirit of

to the
centre of
The organisers

d by the enormous
INgs.

IS

Iasm O
Ive
Ion ca

Id win its
forces to
The Tory
brothers

Ia
N

ginning o
defence of
the most

INg
erzegovina.
Ims.
Ir

neutrality
Bosn

gedy that the
g, several speakers
les among

la wou
lan
go or to expose

f Bosn

L

' undertak
lons remain

remains

danger of falling
he mood among
g features of the

ight to |

t

young people who

|
N
ir .a
ing

g.

for complacency or
y's march, and while
ted generously to a

, and enthus
ion mus

is r
N

INng in
lona

ght for the

ISE

ge in
ion 0

la-H

ethnically cleanse’

gangsters are determineg

y the

ge to defend Gorazde

y government and the

ing-class movement to

ty of every trade un

banner to the picket (see

{

ize, composition
| trade un
r movement (see page 4).

* k k * *

BUT there is no room

stupid opt

* % % & %

TO RALLY the work

ia they have refused to fight

arms embar

5
d
T —
g =

1
e
o
=

ina, i

Ina
ion
internat

L

1

000-stron
ted that Bosn

the f
the Balkans.

's ‘Stop the Rape of Bosn
y Insis

have dona
convoys to Bosnia, the fact is that the leaders of

the Labour Party and trade un

to the

=

¥
-
e
-

ge in

rank-and-file

f the
ter role of the Tor

United Nat

| and worthless as the rest of its

the march through the

Imism.
tate of Bosn
'S latest pled

-

Bl

C—
—

IoNs In

unions

‘'solemn’ and ‘bind

Il we publish on the back page of th

ISSUeE.

he elementary du
te key to the fate of the work

itter struggle rag
ope and the rest of the world.

the end for Zepa shows that the s

the Bosnian peoples remains unbroken.
te repeated pleas from the
ters in Bosn
ifting o
and

0y LD

-. -

L

Ke your un

Ia

sovereign s

banners on Saturda
government'’s policy.

|

it Is t

eader

IS

-
—
-
| c—
i
|

r

Ta
1)

INIS

Specia

previous

continues to support these foul a

Saturday’'s mood was one of confidence.

Called at short notice, accord
Faced with the enormous tra

‘Observer’
One of the most hearten

This shows there is a rea
march was the number of

behind the sharp chan

union

several
Desp
med

We warmly welcome the international trade
union ca

B Step up the fight for the defence of Bosnia.
B Take your messages of support to the

The b
&

S222
*

INC
F?r

march and rally indicates the be

right to its integrity and independence.
took part, for many their first political action.
people of Bosnia are fac

B The aim of Milosevic and Karadz
unaltered. Backed b

B Behind the smokescreen of
‘even-handedness’ ‘the British

B Although there were a number of trade

Great Powers, these

many ordinary people.
to break up and

Bosnia-Herzegov
themselves were surpr
response to their call.
fight. The determ

THE si

last Saturday
a new sta
London was 5
on Saturda
government

IS as cynica

®

fight to
the end, but the next stage of our work.

urgent task of the hour. That is w

Saturday’s demonstrat

»
7
W
i
kS
»
S
Y
b
g
e
3

the side of Bosnia

for the |
respond to this call.

and s
the s

bf Eu

m




FRLANGCA D T 1GOOo

LAOLUAT LMY L JUY 1oAY e = IEEE

it

who were brought to Britain by [P
the Red Cross.

‘The UN claim to be helping
the people’, he told Workers Press,
‘but are doing nothing at all. They
cannot even deliver the promised
humanitarian aid, they only sup-
port the Chetnik killing and

Workers Press sent
LESLEY THOMPSON
out to find why people
had come on the Stop
the Rape of Bosnia

e

S SR

lessage from the Croatian Trade Unions

Jasna Petrovic, inter-
department, Union of
pous Trade Unions of

HE international depart-
ient of the Union of Au-
momous Trade Unions of
toatia strongly supports
nstration you are organis-
ipport of the civilians of
ca, Zepa, Gorazde and
the biggest victims of the
war of aggression against
erzegovina and Croatia.

organisation, Workers Aid
ja, was among the first to
1e pharisaism of interna-
licy and the conduct of the
ations in the region.

. Dot Gibson who lead the
onstrations in front of the
ing in Zagreb.

But still at this very moment the
inhabitants of Bosnia Herzegovina
and Croatia are actually hostages of
international organisations and of
their tolerance toward Serbian war
crimes.

= |
Dignity
Helplessness is perhaps the most
humiliating feeling against human

‘dignity.

All of us in the region and all the
humane people in the world can
only memorise and bear witness.

At this very moment, according
to reliable information our organi-
sation receives from our trade
union colleagues in Sarajevo and
Tuzla, crimes are being committed
against the inhabitants of Srebreni-
ca, Zepa - and sodn of Gorazde too -
that a human mind can hardly im-
agine: boys’ ears and noses are cut

off, they are being slaughtered so
that they would not grow up into
Bosnian soldiers and fight against
them one day. Again hundreds of
women have been raped, while
many preferred suicide to life in de-
spair and shame.

On behalf of Croatian workers,
UATUC members, on behalf of dis-
placed persons in Croatia, from
Vukovar and other towns destroyed
by Serbs without any reaction by
the international community, but
also on behalf of our Bosnia-Herze-
govina trade union and labour
friends and common people, we ap-
peal to you to raise your voice up in
the sky, may everyone hear the
things that have been allowed.

Do something. Do not allow
yourselves to get blood on
your hands.

Our unity is our power.

demonstration

Lena Pache from Norwich, was
with her son. She is fed up with
sitting in front of television, read-
ing papers and feeling angry. She
saw this demonstration as a way
of empowering herself.

slaughtering of innocent people.

If the arms embargo was lifted,
said Niajz, then Bosnian refugees
would return to their country and
fight to rebuild their houses and
their lives.

A group of Albanian men
from Kosovo, who heard of the
demonstration from the Kosovo
Information Centre that repre-

S T

e
e

felt that she had to come. The ar-
mies of the Western powers do
not protect people from being
massacred, she said; their main
function was to protect the West’s
financial and political interests.
‘The arms embargo should
have been lifted a long time ago —
before thousands were massacred

and the first enclave went, she

said.

D. Bradley, an architect from
Southwark, wanted to see the
arms-embargo lifted. He con-
tacted the TUC but they didn’t
seem interested and could not
provide any details of this march.
He will raise Bosnia at his next
Unison branch meeting.

A woman wearing an ‘Anti-
Nazi League’ jumper was ‘rather
upset’ by the lack of support from
‘certain sections of the left’
against what was going on.

Steven Rhodes, from London,
thought that people had been
conned into believing Bosnia had
nothing to do with Britain.

UNPROFOR had degenerated
into a mechanism whereby the
aggressive party could do what it
likes.

‘The UN is essentially complic-
it in the murder of Bosnia’, he

said. ‘The arms-embargo should
be lifted.

Niajz Kidiriz from Banja Lu-
ka in Bosnia was held in the Serb
concentration camp at Sanski
Most. He was 16 years old. There
were about 4,000 men of fighting
age in the camp, without food and
water.

Niajz witnessed the murder of
his best friend (also 16) in the

camp; he was thrown from a.

bridge into the river below. ‘

The Chetniks burnt Niajz’s vil-
lage.

He said the Serbian soldiers
did not want to kill the Bosnians
with bullets, ‘they wanted to en-
joy themselves slaughtering us —
and when they were doing that
they were drunk — all of them’.

He heard of ‘many rapes that
happened in Omarska camp, and
it’s happened in Srebrenica now
— one girl hanged herself because
she was raped.’

Niajz came to the demonstra-
tion with friends from Srebrenica
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sents 2,000 refugees from Kosovo,
said they had come on the demon-
stration to show their solidarity
with the Bosnians.

They thought that the Kosovo
issue must also be brought to peo-
ple’s attention and that there
should be a comprehensive settle-
ment across all of ex-Yugoslavia.
They thought that the UN was
supporting the Serbs and that the
British government was complic-
it in the murder of Bosnia.

A group of South Bosnian
refugees who have been in Brit-

D. Bradley

bargo so that the Bosnian people
could defend themselves.

‘The war is equivalent to the
fascism that happened in World
War Il,'said Anna and Lucy. They
were disgusted with the attitude
of the British government and al-
though they did not want the UN
to pull out they thought that the
arms embargo should be lifted.
Life-long Conservative support-
ers, they pledged never to vote
Conservative again.

‘The arms embargo should be
lifted. It is completely one-sided
— the Serbs have the weapons of
the former Yugoslav army and
Bosnia has only small arms,” said
David James from north London.

He expressed his sympathy for
the people of Bosnia who are be-
ing murdered, massacred, and tor-
tured.

A group of Algerian students
thought the Bosnians were being
slaughtered because they were
Muslim. They contrasted the situ-
ation with the war against Iraq,
and compared fascism in Bosnia
with World War I

Margaret Lang from Bir-
mingham and Jenny Gardner
from Feltham felt frustrated that
nothing had been done and that
the safe havens had been allowed
to fall. Margaret said that her
union, the MSF, had not raised the
issue of Bosnia at all, but that she
would raise it at the next branch
meeting.

Ivan Martinovic, one of a fam-
ily of Croats from Montenegro,
pointed out that although the Eu-
ropean Union had recognised
Bosnia as an independent state at
the same time it denied it the ba-
sic right to self-defence. He com-
pared Serbian fascism with that
of the Nazis.

A young couple from Sarajevo,
Ermedin Salmanovic and Sami-

Steven Rhodes
ain for three years thought that

' the UN should get out of Bosnia
‘and that the British government
*was overseeing the murder of

Muslims.

SD from Iraq said that al-
though he would not fight to de-
fend Iraq he would fight in de-
fence of the Bosnians. He thought
the attitude of the British govern-
ment and Boutros Boutros-Ghali
was criminal and that the arms
embargo should be lifted.

- Dr Haq, from Bangladesh,
came on the demonstration be-
cause she was in favour of free-
dom for everyone. She was
against the position of the UN and
thinks the British government
was guilty of genocide. She sup-
ported the lifting of the arms em-

e T

ra Ibramovitch, thought the UN
was not doing enough. Samira
said that her family in Sarajevo
had received only one kilo of flour
in the last two months. Much of
the humanitarian aid was being
pilfered by UN soldiers and sold
on the black market. They said
that the arms embargo should
definitely be lifted.

Nasrim Ahmed (Basingstoke)
and her friend Khaliva Denshah
(Southall) had come on the
demonstration to protest against
the policies of the British govern-
ment and the UN. Khaliva
thought that fascism in Bosnia
had to be defeated because if it
was not it would give a green
light to all reactionary forces
elsewhere, and especially Russia.



Statement of the International Union of Food,
Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering,
Tobacco and Allied Workers’ Associations (IUF),
an international trade union federation composed
of 312 trade unions in 110 countries, representing
a combined membership of over 2.6 million

members

THE fall of the eastern Bosnian
‘enclave’ of Srebrenica on 13 July,
and the impending fall of Zepa,
both undefended by the United
Nations which had disarmed Bos-
nian government troops against a
pledge to protect the civilian
population, does not come as a
surprise.

It is the logical outcome of the
policy of the leading European
and North American powers, a
policy of pre-emptive surrender
which has deliberately refused to
distinguish between aggressors
and the victims of aggression.

The outcome of the 21 July'

- London conference — accurately
described by Bosnian Prime Min-
ister Haris Silajdzic as a ‘green
light’ for continued Serb aggres-
sion — constitutes yet another
chapter in the ‘international
community’s’ refusal to respond
effectively to the threat against
the entire population of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

It is the failure of Western
policy which has reduced the ter-
ritory of Bosnia-Herzegovina to a
dwindling number of besieged
enclaves which are now declared
incapable of being defended.

Governments which proclaim
their willingness to organise a
‘tactical’ defence of Gorazde stand
passively by while inadequately
armed Bosnian troops fight on at
Zepa after refusing to deliver the
male population into the hands of
their executioners.

Daily attacks continue on
Sarajevo and Bihac, Tuzla airport
remains closed, and up to 15,000
residents of Srebrenica, captured
by the forces of General Mladic,
remain unaccounted for.

The sinister farce being
enacted under the auspices of the
United Nations, the “Contact
Group’ and other conclaves of
governments must come to a stop.

Political

The war against Bosnia-
Herzegovina is not an ‘ethnic’ nor
a religious war.

It is a political war waged by a
regime combining the fascist ide-
ology and practice of ‘ethnic
cleansing’ with Stalinist authori-
tarianism, a war against a state
and society committed to the fun-
damental values of democracy,
pluriculturalism and tolerance.

The failure of European and
North American governments to
rise to the defence of the state and

people of Bosnia-Herzegovina
undermines the struggle for de-
mocracy in all of eastern and cen-
tral Europe and ultimately con-
stitutes a threat to the survival of
democracy in all of Europe.

The international labour
movement must approach this
conflict not in a spirit of defer-
ence to governmental institu-
tions that have proven unable to
act in the defence of the most el-
ementary human rights, but by
recalling its own best traditions
of resistance to fascism and to
Stalinism in defence of peace
with justice and freedom and the
right of every people to life, free
from oppression.

Gangs

No political solution is possi-
ble unless and until the military
intervention of the terrorist
gangs of General Mladic, Karadz-
ic and Milosevic is repelled by
military means.

The army and the people of
Bosnia-Herzegovina must be pro-
vided the means for self-defence.

The mandate of the military
forces presently in Bosnia-Herze-
govina under the auspices of the
United Nations must be rede-
fined so as to protect, as a prior-
ity, not the tattered credi®ility of
a collapsing ‘peace-keeping’ mis-
sion, but the integrity of the state
and the people of Bosnia-Herze-
govina.

The IUF (International Union
of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Res-
taurant, catering, Tobacco and
Allied Workers' Associations)
calls on all its affiliates and the
labour movement as a whole to
take a lead in mobilising public
opinion to demand that their
governments take action now to
halt the war against Bosnia-
Herzegovina and to ensure the ef-
fective defence of the civilian
population throughout Bosnia-
Herzegovina, including Zepa and
Bihac.

Supply lines must be reopened
to Tuzla and Sarajevo and action
taken to put an end to the sieges.

And Radovan Karadzic, Gen-
eral Mladic, and the government
of Serbia which continues to pro-
vide support for the attack on
Srebrenica and other cities, must
be held immediately accountable
for the fate of the dead and miss-
ing.

Geneva, 24 July 1995

Name
Address

WorkersPress
SUBSCRIBE

to the socialist weekly that tells the truth

Please send me
[110 issues for £5.60

(150 issues for £27.60

INTERNATIONAL RATES: Europe and Near East, £7.70 for 10 issues, 50 for
£38.50; Americas and India £12.70 for 10 issues, 50 for £63.50; Australia,
Japan and E Asia 10 issues for £13.70, 50 for £68.50.

T I Iy I T NI R T I YRR SRR ] (IR XSS RSN R R R SRS R R 2
SRR BR BRSNS RN R RN R R R RN R RRR RN AR RN EN R R BRI RN RPN RPN

SRV R FRRF R RN RPN RN PR RR R RN PR PR RN RN RN R RN R RPN R RR R RN RN

| enclose £......... for my subscription, and

an extra donation of £.........
Make cheaques, POs payable to Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

AW WorkersPress

Send your letters and photos — Deadline Monda: ;"” :

Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SWS8 1YB
Telephone: 0171-387 0564 Fax: 0171-387 0569
E-mail: sOgp@exnet.co.uk

against
nia now!

s =

Many went to the rally after the
march which was chaired by
DOT GIBSON. Not all the
‘speakers’ were able to deliver
their messages because of lack
of time. We present here some
of what was said. Report by
MIKE COOKE

LEEDS professor of theology
ADRIAN HASTINGS con-
demned the West’s search for a
so-called ‘political solution’.

‘A “political solution” in their
sense is impossible, Hastings said.
‘You can’t “settle” with Karadzic
and Mladic.’

Hastings called for a war-
crime tribunal to include along
with those directly responsible —
that is Karadzic, Mladic and a
small number of others — the
West’s political leaders who have
colluded in the genocide: Clinton,
Major, etc.

ALI SAID brought greetings
from Scottish Friends of Bosnia,
but his speech was interrupted
by the arrival of the BOSNIAN
AMBASSADOR to great ap-
plause.

‘We know we are not alone/
said the ambassador. ‘We know
there's a big fight for the equality
of human beings against the fas-
cists. We will fight and win this
war. -

‘We know it’s a fight for the fu-
ture of humanity. If the fascists
win in Bosnia then we know that
more will arise elsewhere.

The ambassador then ad-
dressed the many Bosnian mem-
bers of the audience in their own
language.

FARUK IBRAHIMOVIC
from Tuzla extended his grati-
tude to Workers Aid for Bosnia
and to Workers Press. He re-
minded the audience of the tragic
shelling of Tuzla on 25 May when
72 mainly young people were
killed while enjoying themselves
at a café. He said that the Chet-
niks always took out revenge on
civilians.

Labour MP for Croydon North

Victory

GMB process section national
secretary KEITH STANDRING
was unable to complete his
speech at the rally for Bosnia
because of lack of time. Below
we print some of what he in-
tencled to say.

e GMB general union
congress agreed. unanimously
to support the workers of Bos-

nia-Herzegovina and to call

upor::the TUC to organise aid.

The union has launched an
appeal to members for food and
medical aid and is seeking to
establish contacts with trade
unions in Bosnia and arrange
reciprocal visits, and to cam-
paign with other organisations
for refugees from the war to be
granted asylum in Britain in par-
ticulerr to enable families to be
reunited.

Standring has contacted the
unioris in Tuzla on behalf of the
GMB and in particular the
chemical and salt unions and

West, MALCOLM WICKS, de-
scribed the three days he spent in
Sarajevo 18 months ago: ‘Serb fas-
cists sit in the hills, drunk, and
they decide on which child, which
old woman to shoot.’

He described how in 1992 Ted
Heath begged Prime Minister
John Major not to get involved.
There was a murmur of approval
from all sides of the ‘House'. ‘That
murmur of approval was the
murmur of Munich, said Wicks.

He contrasted the 50th
anniversary celebrations of the
defeat of Nazism with the ‘tragic
image of despair’ of a woman who
‘could take no more’. She had
hung herself rather than give
herself up to the Chetniks. This
was the image on the main bann-
er of the ‘Stop the Rape of Bosnia’
demonstration.

MICHAEL FOOT said: ‘From
the first attacks on Croatia and
Slovenia everyone should have
been able to see who the real ag-
gressors were.

Foot read out the declaration
of the London conference in 1992
which ‘understood’ that the ag-
gressors were the Chetnik forces.

‘We are critical of our leaders
because we remember what they
said, said Foot. ‘They signed the
document from that conference
condemning ethnic cleansing and
they should not be surprised at
not being believed now by any-
body, including the Serb aggres-
sors.

IQBAL SAKRAME asked:
‘What has come out of protest?
His answer was: ‘Solidarity. The
knowledge that Bosnia is not on
its own.

Sakrame said that ‘peace-
keeping’ should not stand in the
way of people willing to defend
themselves. They asked for no
more than the right to self-de-
fence, a right in the UN’s charter
and taken away illegally by the
UN itself.

He said he wouldn'’t believe in
‘civilised Europe’ and the ‘inter-
national community’ when they

wouldn't lift the arms embargo.

‘Guardian’ journalist ED
VULLIAMY talked of the 1,200
days of huffing and puffing since
the discovery he and other jour-
nalists had made of the Omarska
concentration camp — ‘a name to
go down in the roll of shame of
history’. 4

‘But the bullies of history need
not triumph,’ he said. ‘The future
of this country Bosnia is a yard-
stick for the future of this civili-
sation’

‘How dare the world’s leaders
talk of freedom and democracy
again. But there is some hope. One
is this rally. Another is that the
B-H Armija [army] has remained
armed and fighting.

‘Their message to the UN is: if
you aren’t serious get out and let
us fight it out alone’

An independent journalist ex-
pelled from Belgrade, DEBRA
DESETRAVAN, praised those in
Belgrade who were with Bosnia
under very difficult circum-
stances.

While the Serb Chetniks had
dirtied their own nation there
were still Serbs who risked their
own lives to speak out for Bosnia,
she said.

Workers Aid for Bosnia secre-
tary BOB MYERS asked: “‘Who's
going to stop the rape of Bosnia?

‘The UN? I think they are par-
ticipating in it.

‘The French UN soldiers dis-
armed B-H soldiers who were de-
fending themselves against the
Chetniks.

‘So who's going to stop the
rape?, he continued.

‘It’s the people of Bosnia, the
B-H army and the people of Eu-
rope who are against fascism. If
the workers’ movement doesn’t
go to the aid of Bosnia it will pay
a terrible price.

Labour MP for the Western
Isless, CALUM MacDONALD,
thought the demonstration and
rally could be a turning point in
the battle for public opinion.

‘What’s at stake?”, he asked.

‘The ideas, principles and beliefs
that underlie civilisation and the
idea of Europe. It's ethnic cleans-
ing against civil society and eth-
nic solidarity. We've been betray-
ing that for three years and in be-
traying that we betray ourselves.

MacDonald described how
these world leaders had decided
back in 1992 that Bosnia was
doomed and thought that a
Greater Serbia was something
they could do business with.

‘They proved to be wrong, said
MacDonald.

‘The project of ethnic fascism
is bound to fail. It’s doomed to fail.
You can’t build long-term stabil-
ity and peace on that basis.’

Mr WASTI of the Muslim
Solidarity Committee spoke of
how the meeting showed that
people of all religions, secular
and non-secular were united
with Bosnia against the Serbian
aggressor.

Former Durham miner DAVE
TEMPLE brought greetings
from the National Union of
Mineworkers’ executive member
for Northumberland, Ian Lavery.

Temple described how there
was confusion in some areas of
the labour movement that be-
lieved Serbia represented what
was left of ‘socialism’ in Yu-
goslavia.

Some, including NUM leader
Arthur Scargill, supported Milo-
sevic and Karadzic against Bos-
nia.
Others refused to take ‘sides’
and said that the Serb-nationalist
forces weren't ‘fascist’.

‘But what is fascism if not
what’s happening in Bosnia?,
Temple asked.

He went on: ‘The UN controls
humanitarian aid to force Bosni-
ans to give up to ethnic cleansing.

‘The only way to stop it is in-
ternational solidarity. And we
need to turn that international
solidarity with sufficient speed
to crush the fascists.’

‘We have to stand and take
sides.

to multi-ethnic Bosnia!

has offered help in securing re-
placement parts and equipment
for the productive capacity of
Tuzla — which means ‘salt’ —
which has been severely re-
duced as a result of the war.

Provision of these parts will
help the people of Tuzla to
again become self-sufficient
economically.

‘This is the practical type of
trade union solidarity which is
needed to help our fellow work-
ers in Bosnia — however much,
much more is needed, says
Standring.

‘The workers movement has
the responsibility to be uncondi-
tionally for the people of Bosnia
to defend themselves and fight
for their independent, multi-cul-
tural and united country — the
arms embargo on Bosnia
should end!’

COMRADES — as a lifelong so-
cialist and trades unionist, it is
evident to me that the only solu-

tion to the problems of the
former Yugoslavia is one in
which all its peoples — Serbs,
Bosnians, Croatians and others,
unite in a common struggle
against their common enemies:
fascism, imperialist intervention
and Greater Serbian nationalism!

International working class
solidarity actions, demonstra-
tions and strikes against the im-
perialist governments and their
military intervention, material
aid to the people of Bosnia —
these are the ways to contribute
to the solution of the problem by
the peoples of the former Yu-
goslavia, themselves led by the
working class.

Comrades and friends I am led
to hope by your attendance here
today, like the GMB, you too are
opposed to the triviality of 'reso-
lutionary politics’. Actions speak
louder than words. The be-
leaguered workers of Bosnia ap-
peal to us across the miles — they
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ask us to heed the cries of their
dead, dying and tortured com-
rades who demand justice, which
is our demand also.

To British workers and our
trade union movement I say: Let
not their cries go unheeded.’ The
struggle of the Bosnian workers
is an inextricable part of the
working-class struggle in Britain
and elsewhere,

Their fight is our fight.

To stop the rape of Bosnia, our
demands, our rallying call must
be:

WITHDRAW ALL IMPERI-
ALIST MILITARY FORCES!
THE

ARM BOSNIAN

WORKERS!

DEFEAT FASCISM AND
SMASH RACISM!

VICTORY TO MULTI-ETH-
NIC BOSNIA!



